Cognition and utilization of Papanicolaou testing after the implementation of National Health Insurance in rural Taiwan.
Previous reports have indicated that knowledge and utilization of Papanicolaou (Pap) testing in Taiwan are low, especially among residents of rural areas. However, those studies were conducted before the implementation of National Health Insurance (NHI), which now covers Pap testing. To assess the cognition and utilization of Pap testing after the implementation of NHI in 1995, 708 women aged 40 years or more were interviewed by the Yang-Ming Crusade in July 1997. Of these women, 276 (39%) had heard of the Pap test, 226 (32%) had had the test, and 156 (22%) had had the test in the last 3 years (1995-1997). Of those who had never had the Pap test before 1995, 17% underwent it for the first time after the implementation of NHI. In contrast to an earlier comparable study, the present study shows a significant increase in both the cognition and utilization rates of Pap testing (from 27% to 39%, and 18% to 32%, respectively) among women in rural areas after the test was covered by NHI. However, both knowledge and use of the test among older and lower-educated women are still low.